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Before I was afflicted I went astray:.
for me that I have been afflicted;

. . It is good

that I might

thy statutes. .(Psalm 119:67, 71).
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E V A N G E L I C A L

V I S I T O R

"Gazing Or Girded?"
Edwin Raymond
THESE sad and latter days, if: is well to
IthatN remind
ourselves over and over again,
the courage and comfort and compulsion and commission of the Christian, lies
in the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is more than theology for the head!
In fact, if that is all that it were, it would
be a pitiful thing indeed. Far rather is
it the flaming doxology for the heart, with
the flame reaching down to the holy
kindling of the hand and feet in holy,
compassionate service. Let others say what
they will, for it disturbs us not the least.
If we be considered "fanatical," we are at
least in a goodly company that can trace
itself clear back to apostolic times, and
link heart with the apostles. We know that
He is coming, and that is all that really
matters. Everything for Christian living
and service is centered around that glorious
truth, taken up by the power of the Holy
Ghost and driven into the very deeps of
our soul, so that it becomes a living,
vibrant and vital thing. For the 'world
there awaits ruin and final judgment; for
we who have been called out of this world,
there is rapture and the glorious waiting
of that "face-to-face" meeting with the
Man of Calvary, the Lord of Glory, the
All in all for us.
Yet, and with all of that, we need to
guard ourselves against certain thoughts
that are going around in these days regarding the coming of the Lord Jesus.
The way we hear it from several quarters
alas! gives one the impression that the
truth of the return is meant to be a sort
of "escape-valve" from faithfulness and

The Complete Christian
Experience
Ephesians
I

5:8

Anderson

diligence and a whole plunging into the
heat of labour for the bleeding heart of
the broken world. Some are very well
when it comes to theorizing within the
confines of the sanctuary, and they have
all of doctrinal Tightness within the safe
confine of the like-minded saints. But not
so does the Word of God present this
truth, and one does not have to read far,
before making the discovery that, this
truth is an urgent, dynamic call to a more
surrendered, whole-hearted service. And if
we really believe, beloved, really believe
that the Lord may come before another
day, another hour has lost itself in the
never-to-be-reclaimed past, we will believe
with a burden for the lost, and with a
breaking for the ruin which sin has
brought to pass. If the Lord Jesus is really
coming, I would want to be ready as well
as right—with a readiness that can only
be told in terms of faithful witnessing and
fruitful service.
And so, beloved, we need to return to
that searching question, traced in the early
part of the Book of Acts, to that angelic
astonishment for what they beheld. "Why
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen Him go into heaven" (Acts
1:11). And I suppose that we may well
say that here we have the "great gulf
fixed" amongst the majority in the camp.
We have the gazers and we have those who
are girded. We have those who sigh, and
we have those who serve. We have those
who are so "heavenly minded that they
are no earthly good," seemingly so transported, that they have long forgotten and
lost sight of the work, the tasks and the
opportunities which are desperately needed
here below. There will be all eternity for
the gazing; but for the here-and-now,
there must be the girding, the going, lest
we turn out empty-handed.

Ye were once darkness—Sin.
A. Reality of our position in it.
I can sympathize with these early gazers,
B. Extent of the'awfulness of it.
after a fashion, for it must have been a
C. The result of it.
splendid sight to thus see the upward
II. But are now light in the Lord—Sal- moving of this glorious One. But it was
vation.
not a sight to the Lord to see these standA. The gift of God.
ing below in that attitude, for upon the
B. The work of God.
instant, there was the dispatch of the two
C. The Son of God.
in white to register His displeasure. 'Tis
III. Walk as children of light
Sancti- pleasant to gaze after a theological fashion,
•fi cation.
and to wonder about the marvels of docA. The sequence of it.
trine; but beloved, the hour is too late,
B. The necessity of it.
and the need too great for the exchange
C. The culmination of it.
or the hoarding of pleasantries. There is
—Edward Erlandson.
peril on the planet, and we desperately
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need be persuaded and powered for a
deeper work.
The "way of the girded ones" is not a
pleasant nor a popular one. To cry
against sin and to warn men concerning
their souls, will never merit the approval
of the age; and to speak again of the coming of the Lord, will occasion the lift of
the eyebrow, the sneer and the scoff. But
beloved, how could it be otherwise, if we
really believe that He is coming, and if
faith has caught such a vision of His
precious Person, that it has burned a holy
furrow across the ways of the soul? We
can ill afford to gaze upward, for there is
so much on every hand and side that requires more than all that we could possibly give. What a catastrophe to have
failed of our stewardship, because we have
misread the claims of that stewardship and
allowed the devil to distort the truth and
send us down the blind alleys! Beloved,
are the angels astonished over us, and is
the Lord grieved for the sorry stand that
has been taken? Serious truths to be
seriously considered, while there is time!
—Waterbury,

Conn.
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Too Many Wrecks

Editorial

W. 0. Winger

'IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST WE GLORY"
o doubt you have heard the cry. It
comes from members in many churches.
Usually it is not put into words—just
readable in attitudes and behavior. "Get
»^\vY
the price of this religion down to where
it costs me nothing. I want the social
benefits, the music, the fellowship with
good people and the hope of heaven, I
want the help of the Church in saving my
family from crime, but I do not care to
serve the kingdom or to seek the lost. I
do not want to be inconvenienced or misunderstood. Please, I ask you as my
Church, to get the cost to me down to
where I am in no way embarrassed by my
evasion of the Cross."
That is the Fragrance of Heaven to
All of which reminds one of the story which the Church calls everyone.
There is Heavenly Fragrance in Sharing
told by a missionary recently returned
from India. She had met a native woman the Service of the Church, as is suggested
with a poor crippled child and another by the following item from the "King's
sound and attractive. They were going to- Business":
ward the Ganges. Later the same day the
Bend Me Down
mother and the crippled boy were met reSurely the mountain experiences of the
turning from the river. The missionary disciples at the transfiguration and needs
understood what had happened, but still of the multitudes in the valley were not
she asked the poor woman why she had far from the thought kingdom of the one
not given to the crocodiles the crippled who wrote and prayed:
one. She replied that she would offer to
"Lord, let me not stay at the top of the
her gods only her best.
ladder though the top be heaven,
But still if any Christian denomination
Send me down to days of danger,
does get its standards down to where there
Send me down to frights of sorrow.
is no inconvenience or sacrifice required
Send me down to souls that are sad,
of anyone, will that church be able also
Send me down to places where the
for the comfort of its membership to reshadows are,
peal the words of Jesus. "If any man will
Send me down to people bound
with
come after me, let him deny himself, and
burdens,
take up his cross and follow m e ? "
Send me down with a breath of Paradise,
The Lord has said, " I will be the glory
Send me down with a cluster of the
in the midst." The "grace and glory"
grapes of Canaan."
with which he graces His Church is unsurpassed by anything the world has to
Send me down to hearts that are homecall glorious. Let us thank God and re- less, to homes that are heartless, to lives
joice in this that our Church calls us to that are loveless, to loves that are lifeless,
share the "glory of the Cross." Our Lord to crowds without a compass, to ranks
also said, "If any man hate not . . . his without a refuge, to prodigals at the hogown life also, he cannot be my disciple. trough, to Churches that are drifting
And whosoever doth not bear His cross, sepulchres manned by frozen crews, to
and come after me, cannot be my dis- multitudes unled and misled.
ciple." (Luke 14:26. 2 7 ) .
Send me down to be a blessing, to
It is to this that our Church calls us. It spread the sweet savor of Christ in every
is a glorious privilege to be under in- place. Send me down from the peaks to
struction to separate from the world that the perishing. Send me down from the
we may be separated unto God. The Glory summits to the sinning. Send me down
of the Cross is the Fragrance of the from the spiritual peaks to participation
Church.
in the affairs of men, helping them to bear
life's perilous situations with braver hearts
"Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
—The courage that the indwelling
Saviour
And all the world go free?
imparts.
No, there's a cross for every one,
And there's a cross for me!
And that's service with Heavenly Fragrance to which our Church calls us for
The consecrated cross I'll bear
the Church is The Body of Christ here on
Till death shall set me free,
earth;
through its service we are helping
And then go home, my crown to wear,

N

For there's a crown for me!"

(Concluded on last page)

I

N spite of all highway signs, warnings in
print, and over the air, with efficient
police effort, accidents and loss of life are
increasing in our fair land. The above
could not be true, and we would avoid
crashes and wrecks if we heeded the warnings, obeyed the police, and respected the
red lights and stop signals.
Dear reader, the tragedies on the highways are only a picture of what has been
happening in our churches. That little
boy, after hearing an account by a furloughed missionary of good work done on
a Foreign Field, when asked what his
plans were for life, answered, "I want to
be a returned missionary." With all honesty and sincerity was this statement made
and it is a fair sample of the answer many
young children would give. God speaks
to children today as he did to Samuel and
others. Generally speaking, the soil is
good, and that boy or girl should hM a
useful place in a Home or Foreign Mission, were it not for the thorns growing
up in some of the following ways, or
forms. Unsurrendered parents, who would
resent the idea that their children are not
on the altar, will nevertheless help in
bringing about conditions where the young
person, once called, may settle down saying, "God just wanted my will; then I
didn't need to go." This is a sad condition
resulting in a wrecked life of the one called, and the many who should have heard
a message of salvation remain in darkness.
What can we do to help young converts
not to be influenced by money, courtship,
a life of ease or anything else, except to
encourage them to go on as Saul of Tarsus,
who obeyed God's signals and prayed,
"Lord what wilt thou have me to do' '!
Then they, too, will receive help and sight,
just as did Paul, from the common preacher, Ananias. Then may they go on to
perfection according to Romans 12 presenting themselves a living, holy, sacrifice
as a reasonable service, counting not their
Hives dear unto themselves. They cannot be
persuaded by men or devils to wreck that
life. With strong courage they press on
toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus, ever obeying God's signals and receiving the reward, a crown of life.

A magazine offered a prize for the best
definition of the value of money. The following was judged the winning answer:
"Money is a universal provider for everything but happiness, and a passport everywhere but to heaven."
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Divine Healing
L.
James 5:13-15

Shoalts
cometh will He find "Faith on the earth"
(verse 8 ) . No doubt personal faith in God
will get less as we near the end, yet there
will be living saints here when Jesus
comes.
Then we sometimes wonder if those who
are definitely used of the Lord for this
great ministry would keep humble and
give God the glory if He would not do
more among us. If we get lifted up and
begin to exalt ourselves, is it not dangerous? And then so many who get help
both in healing and preaching are so unwise and tempt the ministry with unwise
praise. Perhaps we can never stop these
unwise and tempting statements such as
going up to a minister after service and

IRST, we might consider the question,
"What Divine healing is, and what it
is not."
First, it is not "Spiritism." God warned
the children of Israel, through Moses,
strictly not to do as the heathen. Deut.
18:9, 12. We hope that the holiness people are fully delivered from all these
things. In our early ministry we were
taken to a home where the old father had
diseased legs and had turned black. The
old sister said, "I had a charmer to come
and pronounce a charm on his legs but he
is no better." We almost trembled as we
heard it. In another case an ordained
official's wife was an invalid. He said, "I
had an Indian bone doctor come and he
had a skeleton of bones, a bone for each
part." We mention these things, that
should anyone still observe these things,
we may see the awful darkness and stop it
once for all, as well as pow-wowing and
so on.
Second, it is not "God's blessing on
drugs and the knife." While we all know
great things can and have been done by
physicians, this is not "Divine Healing."
"Neither is much prayer." Some would
have it that we must camp on the job and
pray loud and long till it is done. This
can become a delusion. The prophets of
Baal did that and failed. Then Elijah
came in God's order and prayed a short
prayer and God answered by fire. Now
don't misunderstand us, there are cases
where there is suffering and pain and if
the Lord puts a burden of prayer on the
Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise.
saints, this is in order
MarRs-41.
Then, what is Divine Healing, we ask
again?
"It is the supernatural, divine touch of telling him, "That was the best sermon I
God on the afflicted body either gradual or ever heard." They say one told D. L.
instantaneous in answer to the prayer of Moody that, and he replied, "The Devil
faith both of the afflicted and those called told me that before you did." In another
to pray and anoint." The special light of case when the revival was running at high
Divine Healing comes with the light of tide, a prominent sister said before a large
holiness. Oh, the blessing this light has crowd, "The reason we're having these
been to the Brethren in Christ Church for good meetings is the Holy Ghost preaching
over fifty years. As we think of the ded- we, are getting." And the Holy Spirit was
nite healings we have known in our ac- grieved and the meeting suffered.
quaintances with the church, we have
When the lame man was so miraculously
known of cancers and goiters and many healed. Peter said, "Why look ye on us as
dreaded diseases being taken away.
though by our power or holiness this was
We so often hear the question asked. d o n e ? " Then he exalted the Christ and
Why are there not more healed? And yet gave Him the glory. Also, Paul did this
some -are being healed right along each more than once. One dear minister who
year. Well, perhaps this question is too was used of God in healing for some time
hard for us to answer. But Jesus said in told me at a certain love feast the bishop
Luke 18 concerning the widow with the called him out from among the ministers
unjust judge. When the Son of man to anoint him. As he arose, a brother by

F
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his side said, "Keep humble brother." He
replied, "The Lord will take care of me."
The bishop was not healed, he lost his
gift and never was used again. He told
me, "Oh, if I only had said, brother pray
for me." I am writing this because this
has been a warning to me for over thirty
years. Perhaps if he had made a humble
confession to the church as soon as he saw
it, God would have restored h:'im.
Again, I think we make a mistake by
sending off for some great man and do
not call our own <dear leaders. The word
says, "Honour to whom honour is due."
If we do not love our own leaders, perhaps a humble confession would clear the
way for our healing. Perhaps we talk evil
against our officials right in the home before the children. This is a serious evil.
Now some ask, "Is it in the atonement?"
Well, we would not have anything without
the atonement. Abel's sacrifice would not
have been any more than Cain's but his
sacrifice was accepted because it was a
living sacrifice with blood. Then, some
able Bible teachers say divine healing and
miracles ceased with the apostles and
early church. Well, this is not true because it is a part of the commission for
the church age. "They shall lay hands on
the sick and they shall recover." Also, it
is among the gifts in I Corinthians 12.
This is for the church age.
Some evangelists make "Divine Healing" a specialty and draw great crowds
and have crowded altars.
We have felt for years we should
specialize in what the apostles specialized.
That is as one of our bishops said, "Deliverance from sin and sanctification."
Titus 2 : 1 ; gives us the important teaching
in a summary. "Who gave Himself for us
that He might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." In all of
Paul's letters, healing is only mentioned
in First Corinthians, but holiness is the
theme. Peter doesn't mention it in his two
epistles but feeding his lambs and sheep
is definite.
Then the Holy Ghost had the Apostle
James tell the church what to do when we
get sick. Praise God! When the Lord
heals us it brings sweetness to the
soul. God is honored and our faith is
deepened in Him. The saints under the
types had healing for the body but sanctification very sparingly.
Moses believed God healed. He asked
Him to heal his sister of the incurable
disease of leprosy and God heard him.
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall
and wept. God had pity on him and sent
the prophet back and said he would spare
his life fifteen years. Whether it was His
highest best for him is a question. Many
think he had better gone home. We may
(Continued on page fifteen)
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The Fragrance of Holy
Anointing
To have a splendid spirit of hospitality
and to emphasize simplicity and freedom
in*worship and devotion is always attractive and beautiful. But the true fragrance
of my Church includes more than this—
there is also the presence and glory of the
blessed
Holy Spirit. As a matter of fact,
Heisey
the emphasis by the Brethren in Christ
Christ's way rather than the way of the Church upon the necessity of the Holy
world. They believe separation from the Spirit dominating and motivating each
world should be demonstrated in every member's entire personality is the central
day living. This explains their opposition source of the real fragrance of the Church.
to the wearing of jewelry and other vain The Bible states that when Moses came
worldly adornment. This emphasis upon from the presence of the Lord he "wist
simplicity in private and public life not J:hat—his face shone." The facial exthough sometimes misunderstood, con- pressions of Holy Joy and the anointing
stitutes an essential part of the beautiful of the Spirit on the part of Brethren in
fragrance of my church.
Christ congregations constitutes one of its
most attractive features.
The Fragrance of Individual
Freedom
The Fragrance of Inspirational
Singing
One of the most profound teachings of
Throughout its entire history the BrethJesus is His emphasis upon the extreme ren in Christ Church has been known for
and eternal value of a single soul. Along its individual musical talent and its beauwith this is the glorious doctrine that sal- tiful congregational singing. Much stress
vation is individual. "If any man will" has been placed on the old hymns of the
is one of the most glorious teachings of Church. This, together with the approprithe Christian message. This thought car- ate use of the more modern gospel songs
ried into the church life means that the and choruses, has constituted one of the
organized church exists for the individuals attractive features of the Church. To parrather than the individuals to be lost by ticipate in mass singing is always inspiraabsorption into an institution. If salvational but when this mass singing is action is by individuals, if growth in grace
companied by the outpouring of God's
is individual then the church appeal for
blessing, it lifts one from the mere plane
participation and service should also be
of human inspiration to the high plane of
individual. To make this more than theory,
true worship and spiritual exultation.
the Brethren in Christ Church gives large
The Fragrance of Hospitality
place for individual freedom. It indicates
Paul
speaks about the early Church benot only free pews, freedom from ecclesiing
"given
to hospitality." This is true
astical dictatorship, and freedom from sin,
but also freedom of expression. The to a very remarkable degree of my Church.
"Aniens," "Hallelujahs," the occasional Many people of this world talk about
shouts, and such exclamations as "Praise social and fraternal organizations providthe Lord," together with the spontaneity in ing a means of comradeship and fellowpersonal testimony, prayer, and exhorta- ship. The Brethren in Christ Church has
tion, have added much to the fragrance of been doing this for years. Its fragrance of
hospitality has been extremely effective
my church.
in building a spirit of true brotherhood.
No wonder it is almost second nature for
members to refer to one another as
"brother" or "sister."

The Fragrance Of
My Church
C. R.
Part I

H

APPY

is

the

man

who,

with

sincere

feeling, can say my Country, my
Home, and my Church when referring to
these three great institutions. To love and
to serve one's country in so far as my
country allows me to serve the Lord, is a
patriotic duty. To love and serve one's
home is a moral obligation. I love my
country, and I love my home. Thus, to
have personal attachment to one's country
and home is not thought to be selfishness
or bigotry. The same consideration, however, is not always given to those who are
attached to their church.
Also My Church
I claim the privilege in like manner to
love my church. I love the Brethren in
Christ Church. I admit freely that I think
more of the Brethren in Christ Church
than of any other. You may ask why I
am thus attached to my Church—why I
am so interested in its success and why I
believe it offers the greatest opportunity
to be found anywhere today to any young
person for effective service in promoting
the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the evangelization of men. My answer is,
because of its beautiful fragrance. Note a
few of the areas in which fragrance of the
Brethren in Christ Church is particularly
pleasing.
The Fragrance of
Simplicity
Simplicity of architecture. If the church
house is to be a church home to all people,
both high and low, it should not have a
grandeur and an ornateness suggestive of
exclusiveness. Also in my Church there
are, of course, no rented pews, nor are
there special fees attached to pews in
choice locations.
Simplicity of worship. To have simple
architecture is not sufficient. The type and
form of service must also contribute to the
mental and spiritual freedom of common
people.
Simplicity
in dress. One of the most
attractive elements of my church, and one
which has been a great factor in placing
a true value upon spiritual life, has been
the emphasis given to simplicity in dress.
Simplicity in the architecture of the church
house' and simplicity in worship would be
incompatible with extravagance in personal attire on the part of the worshippers.
Brethren in Christ are consecrated people,
both old and young, who have chosen
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A Famine of God's W o r d
Members of many churches are famished for God's Word. A poll conducted recently by Christian Herald indicates that
of the 1,600 persons questioned, ninety
per cent would like to have more Biblical
and expository preaching. The great majority were fed up with book reviews and
discussions of political and economic problems. They would like the minister to help
them with personal living and concrete
life-situations. So preachers who want a
crowd had better obey the scriptural injunction, "Preach the Word."—Selected.
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Can A Missionary's Life
Be A Happy One?
BOUT two years ago I stood on an airfield in China talking with the American pilot of a commercial airline. Our
conversation drifted to a group of missionaries located in a certain city of northwest China. "My plane was stuck in that
city for a few days of bad weather," the
pilot said, "and I visited those missionaries in their home. I was surprised to
find that they seem to get a tremendous
amount of joy out of life!"

A

"Though sundered far, by faith they meet
Around one common
Mercy-Seat."

4. The joy of a worth-while task. Missionary work doesn't pay a large salary,
but it has rich rewards. One day after I
had told a group of university students
the story of how Jesus healed the man
blind from birth, one young man spoke
u p : "I am just like that man, miserable,
blind, helpless—I don't know where I am
going." I suggested that we go to his
"Why shouldn't t h e y ? " I replied. " I am dormitory room and discuss the matter pria missionary too; in fact, I grew up in a vately. We knelt together beside his bed,
missionary home. I ought to know. We and I helped him to pray his first Chrishave everything we need to make life tian prayer, a prayer of confession and a
happy."
prayer for pardon. When we rose from
I knew what the airman was thinking: our knees I could see that something had
No theatres, no night life, no liquor or happened. The new light in his face told
smokes, no high pressure entertainment! me that Christ had answered his prayer!
What do missionaries find to keep them And as for myself. I felt that my wages
from being bored to death in interior of happiness were more than paid in full!
China? Well, you see it all depends upon
5. A missionary's life may have some
what it takes to make you happy. Some incidental hardships and disappointments,
people have never tasted real happiness at but it is full of incidental joys as well,
all, for they have never known Jesus which come like special bonuses from the
Christ. Let me mention just a few of the Master's hand. I remember one day our
joys that Christ has given me.
truck convoy had stopped on a very slip-

1. The joy of a clean conscience. A
clean conscience is not something
I
achieved by any holiness of my own. Only
God can give one a conscience free from
guilt. I will never forget the time when I
first tasted the joy of God's forgiveness.
But it was many years later before I found
that the same God who first forgave me
can keep me from repeating the same old
sins. The joy of a clean conscience was
not meant to be an occasional blessing
but, on the contrary, a continual privilege.
2. I wonder if that airman ever knew
the joy of a Christian home as I have
known it, where love is not a cheap toy
prefabricated in Hollywood, quickly outworn and as quickly thrown away, but
rather, a deep loyalty and affection between those who share the same life and
the same ideals; a home where religion is
not a long face to be worn on Sundays or
at funerals, nor a routine of cold and
meaningless ceremony but, on the contrary, something real and living, something worth singing about!
3. Does anyone have more joy in human friendship than the foreign missionary? Friends among the people he serves,
friends in the home church, friends among
other missionaries and a hundred contacts
around the world. A missionary's life has
its separations, t r u e ; but it also has its
reunions;
*•:;

i.

pery mountain road in west China. A
friend and I took advantage of the opportunity to investigate an amazing natural
phenomenon in the valley below. There
we could see that a river plunged into a
great black hole in the mountain. We
scrambled down the hillside and stood at
the mouth of the cave, awed by that
tremendous natural arch of rock where the

February 19, 1951
mountain seems to open its mouth to swallow the river. We could not resist the
temptation to go further in and explore
the 'cave. In the distance, at least half a
mile away, we could see light where the
water flowed through on the other side.
Stick in hand we jumped from one boulder to another, following the river into the
mountain. About half way through we
were amazed to find ourselves in a vast
rocky room, high enough to contain the
whole of the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine in New York City and large enough
to shelter an army of men. Light poured
in from a natural window in the "roof,"
revealing to our eyes this great natural
cathedral, which perhaps no white man
had ever entered before. The thrill of that
moment I will never forget. I could not
restrain myself but burst out singing:
"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
the
King of creation!
0 my soul, praise Him, for He is thy
health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw
near;
Join me in glad adoration!"
Back from the rocky walls came the echo
—"glad adoration"—"adoration"!
—The Missionary
Tidings.
The Bible is like a mirror. It makes a
man face himself.
My son, if God has called you to be a
missionary, your father would be grieved
to see you shrivel down into a king.
—Charles Spurgeon.
God works best through the commonplace. Cloudbursts are never as beneficial
as the steady gentle rain.
—William Ward Ayer.
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How All Things Work
Together For Good
Joseph

H.

Smith

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his
purpose" (Romans 8 : 2 8 ) .
NE needs nearly the whole of that
eighth chapter of Romans to solve
this wonderfully gracious but otherwise
intricate passage of Scripture which is our
text.
It requires three keys. All of these may
be found in the chapter. We shall need,
before we go through it, to find what is
the "good" that is meant. Earlier in the
chapter we must look for more than one
class of things that are working, in order
to have even a grammatical base for the
word "together." And lastly (or, in fact,
throughout) we must have it understood
and settled for whom and to whom this is
true. For it must be allowed that not
everything that happens is for the best to
everybody. No, not to anybody!

ed in this eighth chapter; and we may
figure that these all, or any of them, may
"ivork together" with the things of the
Spirit as we have seen listed in the early
parts of the chapter, and will contribute
to our likeness to the image of the only
begotten Son of God.—Heart and Life

Self-Appraisal

O

But there is a rapturous exhilaration
and a marvelous truth in this famous and
favorite declaration for us who are His,
and happy are those to whom it applies!
Going back as far as the eighteenth
verse, we find the apostle is treating of
the "Sufferings
of this present
time."
These he shows to be universal, and that
not only are Christians non-exempted
therefrom, but that in some aspects these
sufferings are accented thereto.
In the next place we are to observe that
from the very beginning and throughout
all the way to our very keynote text, the
apostle is also treating of such things of
the Spirit as: "The law of the Spirit";
the "walk after the Spirit"; the witness of
the Spirit; the indwelling of the Spirit;
the Spirit's mortifying of the deeds of the
body; the leading of the Spirit; "the
Spirit of adoption"; the help of the Spirit;
the intercession of the Spirit; and, as if to
sum up all these and add more, "the mind
of the Spirit."
Here are nearly a dozen things of the
Spirit, and there are as many mentioned
of the things of suffering. It takes both
of these working together—the things of
the Spirit together with things of suffering, as "tribulation." "distress," "persecution," "famine," "nakedness," "peril," and
"sword," to interpret for us the word "together" in our favorite verse twenty-eight.
When, for instance, underlying all God's
permitted sufferings to us as human beings
in general, and those that are peculiar to
us as Christians, there is the underlying
intercession of the Holy Spirit—if even in
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ft keep tfp*Psalm*
w all tljy Way*.'
"groanings which cannot be uttered" —
then "all things work together for good."
Things of the Spirit within us conjoin and
co-operate with things of suffering without
us—as when the apostle says in another
place: "Tribulation worketh patience; and
patience,
experience;
and
experience,
hope." (Romans 5:'-5).
This brings us to the word "good." This
does not mean exemption from further
suffering. Far from it! For it may mean
promotion to and trust of still further
cross-bearing for Jesus. We must read and
study well the verse that follows that
transcendent verse twenty-eight. This next
states explicitly what is the "good" in the
mind of God in thus conjoining these two
great things of the Christian life. The
grammatical construction and the connection will permit of no other interpretation: "For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many
brethren''
Suffering may furnish the chisel and
the mallet in bringing out this "image" of
the only begotten Son of God. But the
Holy Spirit will be, throughout, our
Transformer, the Master Workman, till
there is such a complete likeness in character and life to that of Christ Himself as
that, as one divine family, we shall by
angels and all in the universe of God be
recognized as brothers indeed to Him who
is the only begotten Son of God.
No "good" short of this would reach the
end of God's redemption of fallen man.
And everything in the human life of true
believers in Jesus Christ is intertwined
with God's plan and provision for our
likeness to His only begotten Son.
In conclusion, look at the number and
variety of possible things of suffering list-

The sanctified, surrendered individual
knows that many know more than h e ; he
also knows that many know less; he
realizes his own weaknesses, but he also
feels himself linked to God's power; he
respects the self which God has used in
His service. He has no illusions that he is
a genius, and he anticipates that while he
cannot expect success in every field or area
of life, he will be successful in those areas
which are allied to his gifts, when he
works with God who is the center of his
life and thinking.—Selected.

What It Took To Wake Me Up
Vance

Havner

I will never forget what it took to wake
me up in the ministry. I had gotten careless and indifferent in the ministry of the
gospel when an old friend of mine invited
me to a small country town to spend the
week end. I went up there and was taking
it easy. Two Scotch preachers were holding a meeting in the First Baptist Church.
Now one Scotch preacher is enough for
any town at one time, let alone two Scotch
preachers! On Sunday night I decided I
would grace the occasion with my august
presence. I went over there. I thought
right well of myself when I went into that
church, but if ever a crowd had its picture
taken, and accurately, we did.
One of those Scotch preachers preached
an hour and fifteen minutes, and the other
was behind the organ praying all the time
the other one was preaching. No wonder
the other fellow could preach! He dynamited, lacerated, analyzed, dissected,
took us apart and did not seem to care
whether he ever got us back together or
not!
After it was over, I went out of there
saying, "Lord, there is a fool around here
somewhere, either that Scotch preacher or
myself." And the Lord accommodated me
by showing me that it was not the Scotch
preacher! I tell you I have appreciated
that kind of preaching until this day. He
jarred my teeth loose. We need something
today all over our land to jar us loose.
We know plenty. But, God help us, what
do we do about it?—Exchange.

—J
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CHURCH

DIRECTORY

AS SLATED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
Permanent Church Headquarters
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa. Tel. 3-9881
Attention of General Conference Secretary

Africa

Institutions
E. V. Publishing' House, Nappanee, Indiana,
Eld. Erwin W. Thomas, Manager.
Jabbok Bible School, Thomas, Oklahoma.
Ira M. Eyster, President.
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President.
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser, Steward
and Matron. Telephone 2-7836.
Messiah Orphanage, R. R. 1, Mt. Joy, Pa. Sr.
Mazie Seese, Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illinois, Supt.
Eld. Albert Cober; Matron, Elizabeth Schradley.
Ontario Bible School, Fort Erie, North, Ont.
Bishop Edward Gilmore, President.
The Christian l i g h t Press
The merchandising department of Brethren
in Christ Publication Board, Inc.
Nappanee, Ind., Chambersburg, Pa.
Main office: Elizabethtown, Pa.
Clair H. Hoffman, Manager
Upland College, Upland, California.
Dr. H. G. Brubaker, President.

Treasurers of the Church Boards
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke. "West Milton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Gormley, Ontario.
Foreign Mission Board: Carl J. Uler'y, 1332
Maiden Lane, Springfield 28, Ohio; Canadian
Treas.: Wm. Charlton, Stevensville, Ontario.
Home Mission: Henry A. Ginder, Manheim,
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario.
Beneficiary: Jacob H. Bowers, Collegeville, Pa.
Board for Schools and Colleges: John M. Book,
247 Euclid Place, Upland, California.
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse, Nappanee, Indiana.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Free Literature and Tract Department: Ray
Zercher, Nappanee, Indiana.
Young1 People's Work: B. E. Thuma, R. R. 1
Marietta, Pa., George C. Sheffer, Stayner,
Ont, Canadian Treas.
Relief and Service Committee: John H. Hoffman, Maytown, Pa.
Industrial Relations Committee: C. W. Boyer,
Sec'y., 2223 N. Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Women's Missionary Prayer Circle: Mrs. Cyrus
G. Lutz, Secretary, Lancaster, R. 6, Pa.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
India
Saharsa Mission: Saharsa, O. and T. Ry., Bhagalpur District, India. Elder and Sr. Charles
Engle, Sr. Beulah Arnold, Sr. Leora Toder,
Sr. Shirley Bitner, Sr. Erma Hare.
Madhipura Mission: Madhipura, O. and T. Ry.,
Bhagalpur District, India. Sr. Anna Steckley,
Elder and Sr. Arthur Pye.
Barjora Mission:: P. O. Tirbeniganj, via Murlinganj, A. Ry., North Bhagalpur District,
India. Elder and Sr. William Hoke, Sr.
Emma Rosenberger.
Monghyr Mission: Mission House, Monghyr,
E. I. Ry., Monghyr District, India. Elder
and Sr. George Paulus, Sr. Erne Rohrer.
Banmankhi Mission: P. O. Banmankhi, A. Ry.,
Purnea District, India. Elder and Sr. Allen
Buckwalter.
Bro. and Sr. A. D. M. Sick, "Trees," P. O.
North Point, Darjeeling, India.

General Superintendent: Bishop and Sr. H.
H. Brubaker, P. O. Box 711, Bulawayo, So.
Rhodesia, South Africa.
Matopo Mission: P. B. 191T, Bulawayo, S. Rhodesia, South Africa, Eld. and Sr. Elmer Eyer,
Eld. and Sr. L. B. Sider, Sr. Elizabeth Engle,
Sr. Dorothy M. Martin, Sr. Mary Brenaman,
Sr. Lula Asper, and Eld. and Sr. Alvin Book.
Mtshabezi Mission: P. B. 102M, Bulawayo, S.
Rhodesia, South Africa. Elder and Sr. D.
B. Hall, Elder and Sr. Roy H. Mann, Sr.
Beth L. Winger, Eld. and Sr. Bert Winger,
Sr. Mabel Frey, ,Sr. Rhoda Lenhert, Sr.
Fanny Longenecker.
Wanezi Mission: Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. Arthur Climenhaga, Eld.
and Sr. Chester Wingert, Sr. Anna R. Engle,
Sr. Florence Hensel, and Sr. Anna Wolgemuth.
Macha Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa, Eld. and Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, Sr.
Verna Ginder, Sr. Ruth Hunt, Sr. Verda
Moyer, and Sr. Annie Winger.
Sikalongo Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, South
Africa. Elder & Sr. David Climenhaga, Sr.
Rhoda Lenhert, Sr. Anna Graybill, and Sr.
Edna Lehman.
Missionaries on Furlough
Sr. Anna M. Eyster, 637 Third Avenue, Upland, California.
Sr. B. Ella Gayman,. 2001 Paxton St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Eld. and Sr. Albert Brenaman, West Milton,
Ohio.
Sr. Naomi Lady, Grantham, Pa.
Sr. Martha Kauffman, 411, 13th St. Abilene,
Kansas.
Sr. Mary C. Kreider 266 E. Main St., Cambelltown, Penna.

HOME MISSIONS
Rural Missions
Allisonia, Virginia (Parris Mines) Paul and
Ruth Wolgemuth. Ida Lue Hane.
Bloomfield, New Mexico (Brethren in Christ
Navajo Mission), c.o. Blanco Trading Post.
Isaac and Nina Schmueker, Rosa Eyster,
Dorothy Charles, Samuel and Lucy Ensminger.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Pearl Jones.
Hollidaysburg, Pa. (Canoe Creek Mission),
Box 259A, R. D. 2, Telephone Hollidaysburg
51319; Paul and Esther George.
Kentucky—Elam Dohner, Superintendent.
Pairview Station, Ella, Ky.: Elam and Helen
Dohner, Esther Ebersole.
Garlin, Ky.: Eli and Ruth Christner, Elizabeth Hess, Nurse.
.. Knifley, Ky.: Edgar Giles, Pastor, Katie
Rosenberger, Nurse; Ruby Clapper.
Meath Park Station (North Star Mission) Saskatchewan, Canada; Earl D. and Ellen K.
Brechbill, Docia Calhoun.
Tillsonburg (Houghton Mission) Ontario, Canada; Telephone Glenmeyer 22-14; Myrtle
Steckley, Ruth Steckley, Anna Henry.
Frogmore: Alonza Vanatter, Pastor.
Houghton Center: Basil Long.

City Missions
Albuquerque Mission: Residence—441 LaVega
Road, Albuquerque, New Mexico, Paul and
Barbara Wingerd.
Altoona Mission: 613 Fourth Avenue, Altoona, Pa. Residence — 412 Third Street,
Altoona, Pa. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker.
Buffalo Mission: 25 Hawley St., Buffalo 13, N.
T.; Telephone—GRant 7706;Harry and Katie
Buckwalter, Anne Wyld, Viola Miller.
Chicago Mission: 6039 Halsted Street, Chicago
21, Illinoisr Telephone—Wentworth 6-7122.
Carl J. Carlson, Pastor, Avas Carlson, Alice
Albright, Sara. Brubaker, Frances Wolfe.
Dayton Mission: 601 Taylor St., Dayton, Ohio;
Telephone — HEmlock 3164; William and
Evelyn Engle, Mary Brandt.
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Detroit (God's l o v e Mission) 1524 Third Ave.,
Detroit 26, Michigan; Residence—3936 Humboldt, Detroit 8; Telephone — Tyler 5-1470;
Harry Hock, Supt., Catherine Hock, Ethel
Heisey, Ruth Deihl.
Harrisburg (Messiah lighthouse Mission) 1175
Bailey St. Harrisburg, Pa.; Telephone—Harrisburg 26488; Joel and Faithe Carlson,
Elizabeth Kanode, Grace Robb, and Beulah
Lyons.
Massillon (Christian Fellowship Mission) 118
South Ave., S. E. Massillion. Ohio; Telephone
—2-3804; Eli Hostetler, Pastor; Lloyd Hostetler, Assistant Pastor; Lydia Hostetler,
Doris Rohrer, Minnie Bicher.
Orlando Mission: Pastor Ernest and Kathryn
Boyer, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Florida.
Philadelphia Mission: 3423 North Second St.,
Philadelphia 40, Pa.; Telephone—NE 4-6431;
William and Anna Rosenberry, Anita Brechbill, Erma Hoke.
San Francisco ( l i f e l i n e Gospel Mission) 224
Sixth St., San Francisco 3, Calif.; Residence
—311 Scott St., San Francisco 17, Calif.;
Telephone—UNderhill 1-4820; Edith Davidson, Janna Goins, Edith Yoder.
Stowe Mission: 527 Glasglow St., Stowe, Pa.;
Telephone — Pottstown 1211J; CTetus and
Kathryn Naylor.
Welland Mission: 36 Elizabeth St., Welland,
Ontario, Canada/Telephone—3192; Earl Bosert, Pastor; Pauline Hess, Rhoda Lehman.

i «»» •
RADIO BROADCASTS
CHVC, Niagara Falls, Ontario
1600 Kcs.
"Call to Worship Hour"
Each Sunday 9:00-9:30 A.M.
CKPC, Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
Each Sunday 2:00-2:30 P. M.
WMPC, Lapeer, Michigan
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
12:15-1:15 P.M.
Every Tuesday—transcription
3:30-3:45 P.M.
KOCS, Ontario, Calif.
1510 Kcs.
"Morning Melodies"
Each Sunday 10:00-10:15 A.M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"The Gospel Tide Hour"
Each Sunday 7:30-8:00 A.M.
WCHA, Chambersburg, Pa.
800 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
WNAR, Norristown, Pa.
1110 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 2:30-3:00 P.M.
WLBR. Lebanon, Pa.
1270 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Saturday 12:35-1:00 P.M.
WKJG, Fort Wayne, Indiana
1380 Kcs.
"Gospel Words and Music"
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
WAND, Canton, Ohio
900 Kcs.
"Christian Fellowship Mission"
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
WPFB, Middletown, Ohio
910 Kcs.
"Gospel Lighthouse Hour"
Each Sunday 8:00-8:30 A.M.
WBUX, Quakertown, Pa.
1570 Kcs.
"Sunday Bible Hour"
Each Sunday 12:30-1:00 P.M.
WLXW, Carlisle, Pa.
1380 Kcs."'
"The Verse for the Day"
Each Sunday 3:05-3:20 A.M.

i ••» i

Notice
We will appreciate :/t very much if
churches having a surplus of the 1950
"'Handbook of Missions" will contact the
Publishing House at Nappanee. State
number you have on hand for possible return to meet a need for additional copies.
E. V. Publishing House
Nappanee, Indiana

Evangelistic Slate
Mt. Rock (Pennsylvania)
Feb. 11-25
Elder P. W. Cassel, Evangelist
Canoe Creek, Pa
Feb. 18-Mar. 5
Eld. Walter O. Winger, Evangelist
Refton, Pa
Feb. 25-March 11
Elder Isaac S. Kanode, Evangelist
Waynesboro, Pa
Feb. 18-March 4
Elder J. N. Hostetter, Evangelist
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Special Projects for Foreign
Mission Work

Weddings
HITCH-GASKINS—On November 15, 1950,
Sr. Dorlis Gaskins, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Elbert Gaskins, and Hildred Hitch, son of
Mrs. Jack Patton, both of Ella, Kentucky,
exchanged wedding vows in the home of the
pastor, Rev. Elam Dohner.
MILLEB-EITCHEY — On Saturday evening,
December 23 at the Clear Creek, Penna.
church occurred the marriage of Sr. Ina
Ritchey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Scott
Ritchey and Bro. Earl Miller, son of Bro.
Conda Miller and the late Sr. Miller of Woodbury, Penna. Eld. Marshal Clark was the
officiating minister. A number of relatives
and friends witnessed the ceremony. Following the wedding a reception was held at the
home of Sr. Erwin Miller.
They are at home at Woodbury, Penna. We
pray the Lord will bless them.

Births
ADKINS—Mr. and Mrs. Chester Adkins of
Ella, Kentucky, welcomed Ronald Thomas into their home on December 31, 1950.
Sr.
Adkins is the former Arlene Gaskins.
BICrHAM—Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Bigham of
Fayetteville, Pa., are very happy to announce
the birth of a daughter, Ida Fay, on December
15.
B Y I E — Brother and Sister Levi Byer of
Port Colborne, Ontario, became the happy parents of a son, Lewis Henry, on January 2, at
the Welland Hospital.
CHRISTNER—On December 21, 1950, Joseph
Lee came to bless the home of Rev. and Mrs.
Eli Christner of Garlin, Kentucky. Sr. Christner before her marriage, was Ruth Melhorn,
of York, Pennsylvania.
HEISEY — Mr. and Mrs. E z r a Heisey of
Washington Boro, Pa., became the happy parents of a son, Frank Edward, on December 24.
HORN—Brother and .Sister Clifford Horn of
Freestone, Pa., are the happy parents of a
daughter, Valencia Grace, born November 21.
MARTIN —• Charles Douglas came to bless
the home of Brother and Sister Emory Martin
of Clarence Center, New York, on January 10.
MATER—Brother and Sister J. J. Mater of
Lowbanks, Ontario, are happy to announce the
birth of a daughter, Brenda Sue, on December
18.
MCLAUGHLIN—° n December 24, 1950—a
son, Dennis Harold, came to bless the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McLaughlin of Carlisle,
R. D. 5, Pa.
OBEKHOLTZER—Brother and Sister Arthur
Oberholtzer of Mt. Joy, Pa., are the proud
parents of P a t t y Lou, born January 12.
THOMAS—Robert Gene came to bless the
home of Rev. and Mrs. Erwin W. Thomas of
Nappanee, Indiana, on J a n u a r y 21.
WINGER — Born to Brother and Sister
Benjamin Winger of Wainfleet, Ontario, on
December 5, a daughter, Karen Elaine.
WOIGEMTTTH — Brother and Sister John
Wolgemuth of Mt. Joy, Pa., welcomed Philip
into their home on January 10. A brother for
David.

Obituaries
CLAPP—Obadiah Clapp, born in 1877 near
Belleville. Ontario, and died suddenly at the
home of his son, Ernest of Wainfleet, Ontario,
on December 27.
Since the death of his wife a t Niagara Falls,
April 1950, our brother came to live with
Brother and Sister Ernest Clapp who, with
one sister Violet, are left to mourn the loss
of a kind father.

V I S I T O R

HE progress of Foreign Missions brought
into existence many phases of missionary work. S c h o o l s , orphanages,
widows homes and medical work have for
many years presented special fields where
ministration might help forward the cause
of Christ among needy people. The same
has applied to the supplying of equipment
which, though missionaries could do without, would be of great value in the work,
such as autos, refrigerators, electricity, etc.
The number of opportunities which could
be seized upon in these various areas has
often depended upon the money available.
At times, circumstances and favorable
financial conditions have made possible
considerable expansion, at other times it
has been limited.

T

The Board recognized the value and
fascination of special projects and deeply
appreciates the interest of the Church in
them. We sincerely hope that it will increase and lead to ^greater sacrifices1 in giving, though never to diversion from the
first necessity, namely Maintenance Fund
contributions.
THE MAINTENANCE FUND is the
primary fund upon which our missionary
work is built. Many of the missionaries
needs, such as furloughs, personal maintenance, key mission station needs and family maintenance, is dependent upon this
fund. This fund always has been the First
Necessity
in our missionary program.
Without it we would have no missionaries
on the field. There would be no value in
special projects and there would be no
need for them without first providing ithe
missionaries, and maintaining their keep.
This consciousness of the importance of
the Maintenance Fund as the primary fund
has resulted in the Executive Staffs on the
fields and the Board working closely together so as to keep special projects in
their rightful place. To this end certain
(Continued on page eleven)

Funeral services were held December 30,
from the Chester Sider funeral home, and
were conducted by Elder Romie Sider and
Bishop Edward Gilmore. Interment took place
in the Fairview cemetery, Niagara Falls,
Ontario.
DEVO — Eliza Ann Bond Devo, wife of
Augustus Devo, was born near Hamilton,
Ontario on October 16, 1874, and died at the
home of her daughter and son-in-law, Brother
and .Sister Isaac Flagg of Wainfleet, Ontario,
on January 3, aged 76 years.
When still very young she came to live in
Wainfleet and here was baptised and worshiped
with the Free Methodist people. In April,
1950, because of failing health she came to
live with her daughter and son-in-law who
very kindly cared for her until she died.
She leaves an aged husband, one daughter,
eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Funeral services were held in the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church conducted by Elder
Marshall Winger. Interment took place in the
Sider cemetery.
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W o u l d You Consider
being a counsellor for one or more weeks
at Kenbrook Bible Camp?
Girl's Camp — July 7 to July 28
Boy's Camp — July 28 to August 11
Write to Bishop Titus M. Books, 819
East Maple Street, Annville, Pennsylvania.
\

Program for a

Good Friday Service

Vl

Opening
Congregational Songs
"At the Cross" (Old Tune) Hymn No. 110
"He Was Nailed to the Cross for Me"
No. 115
Respcmsive Reading
No. 742
"At The Cross — Forgiveness"
"There is a Green Hill F a r Away"
Ladies Quartet
Reading from the Scriptures, Luke 23:32-38
,The Meditation
"At The Cross — Assurance"
"Near The Cross
No. 330 (
The Congregation
Reading from the Scriptures—
Luke 23:39-43
The Meditation
"At The Cross — Remembrance"
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus"
No. 163—Singing-by only the ladies of
the congregation
Reading from the Scriptures—
John 19:25-27
The Meditation
"At The Cross — Forsaken"
"Alone"
Mixed Quartet
Reading from the Scriptures—
Mark 15:33-34
The Meditation
"At The Cross — Suffering"
"Beneath the Cross of Jesus"
No. 332
The Congregation
Reading from the Scriptures—
John 19:33-34
The Meditation
"At The Cross — Victory"
"Saw Ye My Saviour"
Duet
Reading from the Scriptures ....John 19:30
The Meditation
"At The Cross — Submission"
"In The Cross of Christ I Glory" ....No. 118
The Congregation
Reading from the Scriptures—
Luke 23:44-49
The Meditation
Closing Hymn
"Hallelujah! What a Saviour" ..No. 1191
The Congregation J
Benediction
The above program can be presented at
different times on Good Friday. First, it
can be adapted for a three-hour service
from twelve o'clock noon to three o'clock
in the afternoon; or, second, it can be
shortened for an evening service. The length
of the service will depend largely upon the
amount of time given for each Meditation.
The Meditation for each section is on the
subject of that particular division and is
given by one speaker. Seven speakers may
be used on the seven subjects. The lay
members can have a part in this service, as
well. The songs for each group, and the
presentation of them can be varied.
The above program was used by the
Elizabethtown congregation for Good Friday Service oif 1950 and proved to be very
interesting.
Arranged by Rev. P. W. McBeth.

EVANGELICAL
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With the Church

VISITOR

A Testimony of Healing

In The Homeland

BISHOP LUKE KEEFER CONCLUDES REVIVAL SERVICES
AT CROSS ROADS
Cross Roads, (Lancaster, Co.) Penna.
•The Cross Roads revival came to a close
Wednesday evening. January 31, after nearly two and one-half weeks of heart-searching messages from the precious Word of
God, by Bishop Luke Keefer of Lykens
Valley. The Holy Spirit's presence was
keenly felt in deep conviction every night.
Hearts were stirred and melted as many
found their way to an altar of prayer.
It sounded good to hear the sighs and
cries ascended to God for help. Honest hearts
confessed their sins, restitutions were made
and as souls yielded their lives to God, the
peace that passeth understanding came in to
quiet the fear and turmoil that raged
within. Thank God, for testimonies of real
victory and deliverance were heard from
those who sought God with all their hearts.
The saints were edified and the church
built up, through the powerful messages
from God's holy word.
To Brother Keefer we would say continue to preach the Word. Be instant in
season and out of season. Reprove, rebuke
with all longsuffering.
To the Cross Roads Church, Hebrews 6:1
says, "Let us go on to perfection." Also,
"Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ
hath made us free and be not entangled
again with the yolk by bondage." Galatians
5:1.
The last Saturday night of the meetings
was climaxed with a Divine Healing service. The testimonies were all of special
healings sometime in their lives. Following
this, Brother Keefer gave his final sermon
on Divine Healing (having given a series
of four sermons) and then while the audience looked on, a special anointing service
was performed as seven dear souls knelt at
the altar and were anointed.
The impact and influence of this service
was a great blessing to the mixed audience
and is still being- felt in the community, as
folks from our sister churches have told
us of the deep impression it made on their
hearts.
—Mrs. Clarence Herr.
Llewellyn Mission Report
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Surely we have many reasons to be thankful as we prepare this report.
We were invited by the Palmyra congregation to give a service in their church on
the evening before Thanksgiving Day. So
a group of us went down and we had a
wonderful time together in the service of
the Lord. At the close of the service we
were presented with a very large amount
of all kinds of groceries and dry goods
which were very attractively arranged at
the front of the church. It certainly was
appreciated and even yet our thoughts go
to.the kind Palmyra friends as we eat some
of the things. We take this means to thank
each one of them again.
We were also invited to be on the program of the Elizabethtown Thanksgiving
service but were very sorry that we did
not get there due to bad roads. Afterward
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we received word that there were some
things at the church for us if we could come
for them. So immediately we went and received another bountiful blessing of groceries
which we also appreciated very much and
thank every dear one who had a part in
the giving. These two incidents proved to
be of great help to us here both in the way
of encouragement and financially.
We had a very interesting Christmas
program for our children here. It was held
on Christmas Eve and our chapel was very
nearly filled with friends from the community. After the program a group of us
went caroling and enjoyed it very much.
Please pray for our coming revival to be
held February 18-March 4. Elder John
Byers is the evangelist. Also come and enjoy the services along with us if you can.
—Cyrus and Elizabeth Landis.

"And whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son." John 14:13.
I was impressed to put this in the Visitor.
A few months ago I was having trouble
physically a n d w a s advised by t h e
physician to have an operation in the near
future. I went home on the 15th of January.
Our revival was on at the Manheim church
with Bishop Ray Witter as the evangelist.
I was told he was going to preach on Divine
Healing that evening. I went to the service and was anointed. I did not have the
witness that I was healed. When I retired
for the night I prayed and committed my
life to the Lord. I prayed that if I was not
to have the operation He would work it out
tliat my home physician could not find anything.
On Tuesday I went to have an examination and the Doctor couldn't find anything.
I told him the Lord healed me. I asked
him if he believed the Lord could heal people and he said it was possible. In fact,
the doctor had the room in the hospital and
the day of the operation engaged. As
someone stated the Lord did a miracle in
my life. I sure praise the Lord for it and
was happy to witness of the power of God
in my life. God gets all the honor and
glory for His faithfulness in my life. The
day I was to be operated on I was back in
my field of labor happy in the Lord. How
great God is; His greatness is unsearchable.
Pray that God would work in our midst
that many souls may be won for the Lord.
In His Name, Florence Faus
prayers and interest go with them as they
leave us for Christian service in Africa.
We were glad to have Eld. Arthur Brubaker and family, of the Rapho District,
with us in our morning service January 21.
Bro. Brubaker brought us an inspiring
message on the glorious power of Christ.
Another visitor that morning was Eld.
Sylvanus Landis of Iowa, whose presence
and help in the service was also appreciated.
—Eva Funk.

Clarence Center, New York
November 15 to December 2 marked a
spiritual feast for the Clarence Center
congregation. Brother C. Ray Heisey from
Upland, California was God's minister to
us. His rich spiritual nuggets of truth and
his heart of love will long be remembered.
The presence of the Holy Spirit was felt
Abide with us, fa it is toward evening,and the
and many souls received definite help.
day is now far spent. -u*«t. «
November 19 was a day of special services. Preceding the morning message a
beautiful oak pulpit and altar were presented to the church by the J. N. Hostetter
E l d . ' H . W. Buckwalter, of the Buffalo family. The presentation was in memory
Mission, was the evangelist for our revival of a deceased uncle David N. Hostetter,
services which began November! 7, and con- Mount Joy, Penna.
tinued for two weeks. Many prayers were
Following a significant message by
offered in behalf of these services. Some Brother Heisey on "The Household of
folks had a special time for prayer during Onesiphorus", Sandra Martin, Larry Shrock
the day, while others were able to gather and Beth Hostetler were publicly dedicated
at the church for a season of prayer before to the Lord.
the evening service. The Lord was with us,
The afternoon was the occasion of the
and we rejoiced when one soul sought the
Lord for salvation. We wish that there had ordination of Paul and Lela Hostetler to
Many friends
been many more, but we trust that those the Christian ministry.
who may have rejected Him will call upon gathered for the service including their
parents and some of their brothers and
Him for mercy before it is too late.
January 7 we were privileged to have Dr. sisters. Bishop E. J. Swalm preached the
Alvan Thuma give a temperance address in ordination sermon after which he received
our Sunday School. In the worship ser- the ordination vows, assisted by Bishop
vice which fallowed, both he and Sr. William Charlton. Others taking part in
(Continued on page twelve)
Thuma gave a missionary message. Our
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On The Foreign Field
WHAT THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY HAS MEANT TO ME
The following was written by Simon
Mudenda, son of our Chief. For the last
f'ew years he has been attending school in
South Africa.
Two years ago he came
home, married Anna, a former
Mtshabezi
teacher, and now both are teaching at
Macha Outschool. Pray that their newlyfounded home will be truly Christian and a
lighthouse in the community.
From the twenty-eighth chapter of St.
Matthew, verses nineteen and twenty, we
find Jesus' farewell words to His disciples,
the words I consider to have marked the
starting point of the present era of Christianity. Had Jesus not uttered these words,
it is hard to conclude whether St. Peter
would have not resorted to his fishing net,
and maybe so would the others discard
Christ's teachings, and return to their former undertakings.
Obeying Jesus' commands, and following
His advice, they went out and taught "All
nations." As a result of their adherence
to and faith in the Lord's words, they made
it possible for the Gospel to pass from
generation, from one nation to another,
until it entered the 'Dank Continent'
(Africa), and like the break of dawn, darkness started flying away.
Right in the heart of Africa, my parents,
who were then wandering within the precincts of the world of doom, the world of
everlasting torture and suffering of which
Satan is the master and cunning advisor,
saw the light of the cross, and succumbed
to it for everlasting safety and existence.
When I was born and grew from babyhood into childhood, my parents tried their
best to train me up in the way I should
go (Prov. 22:6), the way fnom which I
would not depart when I was old. This
laid the foundation for my future happiness; I learned to know that there was no
better friend than Jesus, no better wealth
than living the Christian way, and no
greater gain than trusting in Him.
Before the coming of the Gospel, most
people lived in a state of fear and horror:
fear of torture and torments, horror of the
'live' death-slavery. There was misery,
many lived in a state of uncertainty: uncertain whether tomorrow's sun will rise
before he found himself marching in single
file with others, inspanned in a couple of
sticks—one on each shoulder, adding to
this a bundle of luggage, heavy enough to
cause extreme misery; and last but not
least, came the 'driver', whose whip was
meant to complete the round of misery on
these poor victims, who shambled and
staggered under their heavy loads, saturated with exhaustion, as they proceeded to
their destination—the slave market.
They feared man more than the fiercest
animal known in the country. Very) often,
their hearts would miss a beat, and would
shudder and tremble at the appearance of
a strange man, on one known to be instrumental, or connected with slave trading.

But Christianity came and relieved them,
saved them, and showed them and those
who haunted them day and night, the way
to the Cross, where ideal happiness, joy
and everlasting life are found. By adapting themselves to the needs of the Africans, the missionaries tried the best way
they could to dig them out of ignorance,
lethargy and misery—hence my safety today.
Running side by side with Christianity
was education. With the help of education,
the missionaries were able to save the
Africans from the state of, as E. Phillips
puts it, "a splendid slave, an unreasoning
savage, vacillating between the dignity of
an intelligence derived from God, and the
degradation of passions participated in with
brutes." May I make mention right here,
of the fact that education without Christianity, can degrade a person to a brute,
and can convert him to a devil as much as
it can exalt him to a saint.
We hope and trust that most Africans
will realize the indispensability of Christianity; that they will reject the worldly
joys, which are temporal, and lead but to
everlasting doom; that they may turn to
Him who died on the Cross, and join His
true followers, in theiri chorus: "God bless
Africa," for a better Christ-loving Africa.
Submitted by Verna Ginder

Opening of Mtshabezi Hospital
The hospital opening is planned for the
afternoon of Monday, February 12. The
time has been set for 2:30 (which would
be 7:30 a.m. in your part of the world).
His Excellency the Governor of Southern
Rhodesia will perform the opening ceremony. His wife, Lady Kennedy, will accompany him. There will also be present
other members of the Government and
friends from sister missions. We hope that
our own Southern Rhodesia missionaries
and the two nurses from Northern Rhodesia
will be able to attend the opening. The
Beit Trust, who have given so generously
toward this project, will be represented by
their agent in Bulawayo.
Work on the hospital is still going forward, and we plan to be able to move into
the new hospital right after the opening.
The Administration Building, KitchenLaundry-Store, and Sanitary units for the
Male and Female Wards will be completed.
The tanks for storage of water are now
being completed, and the dam and well
were built and dug last year. The pumping
system has been installed for some time
already.
Beds, mattresses and blankets are on
hand, and certain other furniture is being
brought out today. While Brethren Mann
and Winger are working on the building,
the sisters have been helping with the
painting and cleaning. We trust everything
will be in order by February 12.
H. H. Brubaker.

,

(Continued from page nine)

general policies have been outlined and
followed through the years.
It was necessary that these policies be
of a general nature since the work in
India and Africa has been so distinctively
different. In India the Church has, over
the years, carried many special projects
such as the support of Orphans, Bible
Women, Preachers, Students in training
and others. Most of these are a type of
project that runs consistently year after
year„ In Africa our projects have been of
a different type. Most of them have been
such things as providing money for a
special building, water system or some
other specific need, which having been
met, closes the project.
Further enlargement of the work is
bringing to us many increased demands,
especially as the Church is thinking of
placing medical doctors in both Africa and
India. With this enlargement before us
and still the absolute necessity of keeping
the Maintenance Fund as the most important, it appears advisable to closely relate the special and regular support.
Hence, all special projects shall continue
to be approved by the Executive Staffs on
the fields, then forwarded to the Foreign
Mission Board, and they shall after their
approval, present them to the Church as
they deem advisable.
The immediate needs of special projects
in the light of presentations to the Board
appear to be, completely equipping the
new Mtshabezi hospital unit. The response
t o appeals has been excellent but the goal
has not been reached. For you who can
make a contribution above that which you
have been giving, and most of us can, to
special projects and the Maintenance Fund,
the following list is submitted. You may
choose a portion of any item or take an
item in completion. Send all contributions
and information as to project chosen to
Bishop C. J.. Ulery, 1332 Maiden Lane,
Springfield 28, Ohio.
Correspondence
should be addressed to him or the Executive Secretary.
Ambulance
$2,200.00
Assumed by the Y.P. through
the Board for Y.P. work.
Linens for Hospital—Supplied
through the Women's Missionary Prayer Circle.
Electrical Equipment for surgical
work
625.00
Taken by an individual.
Nursing Sister's Office
90.00
Taken by a group.
Doctor's Office in Hospital
290.00
Provided for.
Furnishings for Home of Doctor
Kitchen
140.00
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Living Room
190.00
Dining Room
250.00
3 Bedrooms, ea. $140.00
420.00
Bathroom
70.00
Refrigerator
282.00
12 Cows, ea. $28.00
336.00
Considerable money has been contributed for beds, mattresses and other
equipment. At this writing we are not
sure how much additional will be needed
for this equipment. There will be some
needs yet in the field of surgical instruments. Information on these will be published later.
Let us pray as we work together in
bringing the Gospel to these people in
deeds of mercy as well as words of love.
Foreign Mission Board
Henry N. Hostetter
Executive Secretary

brother were inspired of God, and we feel
God used the messages to bring light and
blessing to many hearts. May God bless
Brother Flewelling in his field of labor for
the Master. We do not feel that the revival
is over for we are continuing in a program
of prayer and fasting which has proved a
blessing to the saints, and we believe will
bring souls to God. Let us continue to
"Keep Looking Up."
—Mrs. Dean Alleman.

paying our operating expenses, we had a
very substantial amount to send to Missions.
-'.
Daily Vacation Bible School. August 1825 from 7:00-9:00 p.m., we had our Vacation Bible School. Since the school house
was too small we used one tent and had
classes out-doors when the weather permitted. The enrollment reached 80 with an
average attendance of 65. The course
studied was "The Lord Jesus Pictured and
Presented," published by Dr. Fuller. The
school was appreciated very much by the
community which was shown by the liberal
offering of $43.00. We believe it was a real
help spiritually to those who are Christians. There were several who professed to
find Christ as their Savior.
Christmas.
On Saturday night before
Christmas, forty-two of our group went out
to sing Christmas carols to the sick and
shut-ins of the community. This seemed to
be greatly appreciated. After contacting
about fifteen homes we returned to the
school house for refreshments which we
were all ready for. On Christmas Sunday
the school gave "The Christ of Christmas,"
presented in scripture reading, song, story
and fifteen flannelgraph scenes. (The life
of Christ from his birth to the time of his
ascension).
Visitation Work. We are thankful for
some homes which at the beginning of the
year did not attend Sunday School or have
any religious teaching but are now regular
attendants and have a deep appreciation
for the church. Some of these have been
contacted during illness or bereavement—
a time when people are more responsive to
spiritual things. We are often reminded of
these words, "How the world is dying for
a little bit of love."
One of our small Sunday School boys
met sudden death while swimming this
summer. Since then the father has professed to be saved. He with his family
now attend the services regularly. There
are now forty homes on our visiting and
mailing list. Help us pray that as the seed
is sown, God will move upon hearts.

In The Homeland
(Continued from page ten)
the service were Eld. J. N. Hostetter, Eld.
E. H. Hostetler and Eld. C. R. Heisey.
On the evening of December 18 Bishop
C. N. Hostetter Jr. was with us and gave
an illustrated report of his trip to Europe
during the summer of 1950. His pictures
concerning construction and relief work
were both enlightening and challenging.
Cedar Grove Congregation, Mifflintown, Pa.
The New Year has brought some changes
in our S. S. Our chorister for the first
quarter is Sr. Alma Ruth Lauver. Jan.7.
Promotion day, which is a great event in
the smaller classes, also awards were given
to those having perfect attendance.
January 15 a number of visitors in S. S.
Among them were Mr. and Mrs Reuben
Goodling and son, also Bro. James Lauver
from Port Deposit, Md. We are always
glad for those who come to worship with
us, as our S. S. is not so large.
January! 21 we have again taken up the
lessons on indoctrination where we left
them last Spring. We find it interesting.
January 26 Peter Varanof a Russian Missionary spoke to a full house. Told of the
conditions prevailing in Russia and how
prophecy is being fulfilled.
Remember us in your prayers .
—Ella M. Lauver

Wainfleet, Ontario
Our winter revival meetings opened December 3 and continued until December 17.
Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr., was the evangelist. These meetings were well attended
and much appreciated by the church as
well as by the people in the community.
Considerable visiting was done and in
many homes there were people hungry for
the things of God.
Several pre-sermon talks were given by
Brother Hostetter on his recent tour of
Europe where he visited MCC units. Also
two talks were given on the subject, "Why
I Do Not Believe In War." With warclouds hanging low we felt these messages
were timely and much appreciated by our
young people and older people as well.
There were several who pledged themselves to special prayer for several weeks
before the revival. Some afternoon prayer
meetings were conducted when during the
meeting those who felt a spiritual need
could unburden their hearts. There was
also a healing service during these afternoon services.
Several sought for help at an altar of
prayer. The meetings closed with twentyeight at the altar, mostly children and
young people.

Report of the "Sunbeam" Sunday School,
(Wainfleet Dist.)
"Except the Lord build the house, they
labour in vain t h a t build it." (Psalm
127:1). How timely the words of the
Psalmist are and as labourers together with
Him we endeavor to move under His guidance. Another year is history and eternity
only will reveal all that has been accomplished for Him.
General. We thank the Lord for the way
He has been meeting with us as we worship Him in our little country school house.
Each Sunday we have services from 11:0012:45 a.m. After Sunday School we have
a short worship period. The first part of
the year this service consisted of a series
of ftannelgraph sermonettes which clearly
presented the way of salvation and Christian growth. Lately we have had a short
Dallas Center, Iowa
On January 7, Elder Elwood Flewelling preaching service.
from Green Spring, Pennsylvania, came to
Again this year our group took a real
be our evangelist for a two week revival. interest in the "Forward" Sunday School
The saints began praying and fasting on contest. Special speakers and features were
behalf of the spiritual needs in the church planned for each Sunday. The theme of
our Rally was "Revival in our Sunday
and community.
We thank God for those who attended School." These services were well attended
the services, and felt there were those with splendid interest. God's spirit was
under conviction who did not yield to the very near in convicting power in some of
Spirit's call. Yet these are still being held these services and we are praying that the
up to God as we continue to fast and pray seed sown will yet bring forth a harvest.
fox their salvation. We are thankful for The last four months the average has been
those who sought God at the altar of pray- 75 against 58 of last year. A few times
er. And especially the crowning service this Fall our little school house has been
when God met with us in a gracious mani- filled to its capacity. It is very difficult to
festation of His presence on the closing arrange for Sunday School classes. Our
night. Thank God for those who found group has been very cooperative in supportvictory. The messages brought by our ing the school in a financial way. After

—George Sider.
Carlisle, Pa.
We are very happy to see the work at
our new church building progressing so
rapidly. On Sunday afternoon, December
10, 1950, at 2:30 o'clock, a large group of
people witnessed the cornerstone laying of
our new church. Those who participated in
the service were: Rev. Walter S. Lehman,
who led in opening invocation; Rev. William N. Wenger, reading of Scripture; Rev.
Elbert Smith, who led in prayer; our
Bishop, E. H. Wenger, gave a short address
and made some very encouraging remarks
relative to our progress through the past
year. Also Dr. William Edel, President of
Dickinson College in Carlisle gave a fine
address and welcomed us as new neighbors
of the College. Our pastor, Rev. R. H.
Wenger, made some remarks about the
articles to be placed in the cornerstone
after which the stone was laid by Brother
Jesse N. Lehman, General Contractor, and
Mr. Sheaffer, the Mason. The Men's Quartette of our church furnished several numbers of music.
God has been blessing us in many ways
for which we are very thankful and we
want to continue to labor faithfully in
winning souls for Him.
—Mrs. Eldon C. Wenger.
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Lord sustained wonderfully. The doctor
didn't even suggest an operation for which
I was thankful. My first thought was,
"Man's extremity is God's opportunity" and
"All things work together for good to them
that love the Lord." By this time I was
feeling very miserable and weak but didn't
take my bed. That same evening I suggested we call the family home and call some
of the ministers in for an anointing service.
They came and anointed me according to
James 5:14, 15, and the Lord witnessed to
my healing and I felt some better before
they left. I went to bed that night and
could scarcely sleep for joy. Two songs
seemed to be going through my mind all
night. "Isn't He Wonderful" and "It's Just
Like Jesus to Roll the Clouds Away." But
the next night I was tei'ribly harrassed by
the Enemy. All kinds of troublesome
thoughts were presented to me and I began
to realize that this was from the Devil and
I called on the Lord for deliverance. Two
precious Scriptures the Lord gave me,
"When the Enemy comes in like a flood,
the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him. Also "The name of the
Lord is a strong tower, the righteous runneth into it and is safe." Oh, it was wonderful, the sweet calm that came to me as
I seemingly crept right into the Strong
Tower.

doctors were anxiously inquiring as to how
we were. Two verses of a song were a real
prayer of my heart.
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Gormley, Ontario
Dear Brethren and Sisters and Readers of
the Evangelical
Visitor,
I felt led of the Lord to give my testimony of healing through the columns of
the Visitor, for the glory of God. In the
beginning of October we motored to Pennsylvania taking my mother home who was
with us for the summer. We stayed at my
sister's home, Mrs. Clarence Lindeman, the
first night, when something came over me
in the night, which I thought was pleurisy.
Not being able to rest, I awakened Brother
Heise and we agreed in prayer and I had
relief for the rest of the night. We spent
several days visiting friends and relatives
and came home again.
But all the time this pain in my side
kept bothering me, until about the middle
of November, when . our revival meeting
was drawing to a close. Brother C. H.
Mover announced that on a certain night
there would be an anointing service and
anyone desiring to be anointed could do so.
With others I knelt at the altar and was
anointed and expected the Lord would
heal me. But He didn't see fit to heal me
at that time and I grew worse and kept
getting worse until Brother Heise suggested we call our family doctor in to see
what the trouble was.
He came and examined me and left, telling me to carry on till we heard from him.
In a few days he called by phone and asked
us to come to his office for an x-ray examination, after which he told me to carry on
till we heard further. In about a week he
sent word for Brother Heise and our
daughter, who is a nurse, to go .to his
office fori a consultation. I don't know what
all he told them but in plain words he said
there was a cancerous condition somewhere
causing the trouble, and they could do
nothing for me.
When they came home they broke the
news to me as gently as they could and the

From this time on I realized there was
a warfare on and the Devil was determined
to have the victory. I knew I had complied
with God's Word and he promised to raise
me up. He gave me so many promises to
claim an my own. One was I Kings 8:56,
"Not one word of all his good promises
has ever yet failed." "For all the promises
are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory
of God by us." II Corinthians 1:20, and
many others. The Church was praying and
holding on to God in my behalf and I was
so zealous for the glory of the Lord alone.
Our neighbours were looking on and the

I'll cling oh
E'en though
me,
Yet in thy
victory,
My Christ I

Lord to thee, I'll trust in thee
the way be rough, Thou leadest
grace I see,

peace,

joy

and

cling to thee, I'll trust in thee.

E'en though I'm frail and weak, Thou art
my strength,
When all seems dark as night, Thou art my
light,
Thou art my saving grace, Thou art my
hiding place
Siveet is thy smiling face, in life's dark
hour.
The Lord has been unspeakably precious
to me through all this affliction. We had
to call on him so many times and never
once did He fail us. I was so dependent
upon the Lord that with Job I cried many
times, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust
Him."
My healing came very gradually and I
knew the Lord was working. I had this
confidence in Him that He would do a complete work. Praise God! I believe He has
healed me completely. Oh, I do feel so unworthy of His consideration of me and I do
want to use all my strength and time and
talents in service to Him. I want to take
this opportunity to thank all the saints who
have held me up in prayer for the healing
of my body.
With the Psalmist I feel like saying,
"Bless the Lord, oh my sou], and all that
is within me, bless his holy name. Bless
the Lord, oh my soul, and forget not his all
benefits, Who forgiveth all thine iniquities,
Who healeth all thy diseases."
Bless the Lord, oh my soul!
Mrs. Orla L. Heise.
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New Guilford Congregation, Pa.
Following the regular worship service on
Sunday, January 28, 1951 was a very impressive and heart-warming Dedication
Service for children. Parent members of
the congregation went forward with seven
children to dedicate to the Lord those that
were given into their care. May our prayer
be that these dear children learn to love
the Lord and serve Him very early in life.
—John D. Burkholder
Chambersburg, Pa.
On Sunday morning, December 17, Bro.
and Sr. Alvan Thuma were with us for the
morning worship service. We were impressed by the readiness and willingness of this
young couple to sacrifice much to enter the
mission field. Their message challenged us
to make more sacrifices for the work of the
Lord. We pray that the medical administration which Bro. Thuma plans to follow
may be the medium through which souls
will learn of the Saviour and be born into
the Kingdom.
A Watch Night Service was held on Sunday eve. Dec. 31. It was also the first night
of our scheduled evangelistic campaign.
The Young People's Board planned a program for the first hour around the theme,
"What We Expect in This Revival". A sermon followed by Bishop C. B. Byers on
"The Sleep of Death". Special groups sang

during the services, and local ministers
gave addresses and meditations. An interesting recitation, 'The Old Amen Corner", was presented by Norman T. Asper.
Eld. Donald Heer, who happened to be in
this locality holding revival services,
preached a very inspirational message. The
meeting was a time of blessed fellowship
and beneficial to all. It helped us to face
the New Year with courage and trust in
God. We unanimously agreed it was a much
better way to enter the New Year than that
which is followed by worldly celebrators.
Revival Services continued every evening
until January 21.
Our Bishop, Bro.
Charlie Byers, served as evangelist. Bro.
Byers gave himself wholeheartedly to the
promotion of the meeting. A carefully and

prayerfully planned program was presented
which gave attraction to the services. A
volume of prayer ascended for the co'mpaign from the Young People's Prayer
Group and others, weeks before the
scheduled meetings started. God honored
our prayer by giving us a gracious revival.
Showers of blessing fell on the saints and
the needs of souls were met as they yielded
to Him.
Bro. Byers spoke to us under the anointing
of the Spirit and God was definitely in our
midst. Some of the sermon subjects were,
"Civilization in Decay", "The Greatest
Need of the Hour", "Oh, for a Pentecost",
"Why I Can't Get the Blessing", "The
Urgency of Getting Saved Now," and other
evangelistic themes. Each sermon was
laden with truth and power We are thankful for the souls saved and the believers
sanctified. The faith of the saints has been
increased and we know God does still
answer prayer He will draw nigh to us if
we draw nigh to Him.
In addition to the Young People's Prayer
Group which met weekly for several weeks
prior to the revival, special prayer and fast
meetings were held during the revival. The
Lorl met with those who supported these
special meetings and we believe they gave
a definite contribution to the campaign.
It is our prayer that we as a congregation may become a band of soul winners
and that the revival fires will continue to
burn in our midst throughout the year.
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Touching The Lord
S. J. Vohe
HE touch of Christ was a touch of
power. Yet men were healed not only
by His touching them, but their touching
Him. Which ever way it worked, there was
always healing through contact with Christ
for those who believed.
So stood of old the holy Christ
Amidst the suffering throng,
With whom His lighest touch sufficed
To make the weakest strong,
The woman in Luke 8 was one of many
who touched the Lord, and she became
for all time the great pattern of faith for
us all.
The Importance of Touching the Lord
To touch the Lord means to have personal, spiritual and vital union with Him
in such a way that the inward longing of
the soul is answered by His own gift of
life and power. It is most important that
we touch the Lord because we all have
the same inward need. Christians vary one
from another, our needs seem outwardly
different, while many may not appear to
have any need at all. Like this woman we
may not be able to reveal our spiritual
malady—but we all have the same need.
Rich or poor, strong or weak, cultured or
ignorant, clergy or laity, we all need
spiritual life. We tend to flag and fail by
virtue of an inward loss of life which
needs constantly to be revived and restored.

T

It is important that we touch the Lord
because He alone is the answer to this
need. Spiritual life comes from no other
source but Christ. "In Him was life." "I
am the life." So many Christians think
that the need of their souls can be met by
some special spiritual treatment or prescription. They think they can be healed
by meetings, conventions, lines of teaching, special experiences. They emphasize
holiness, or fellowship, spiritual gifts, or
some other point of doctrine or practice,
whereas it is the Lord Himself who is the
answer to every need. He does not need to
diagnose our case, nor does He prescribe
any special treatment. He simply imparts
His own virtue or power, His own life and
becomes Himself the answer to our need.
To touch Him is the only way to find
spiritual healing for this simple reason
that beneath all our maladies it is God we
want and only by contact with the Son
can we enter into that perfect union with
the Father which is the very essence of
salvation and the bliss of heaven itself.
It is therefore most important thai' we
touch the Lord Himself.
The Peril of Not Touching the Lord
It is possible to throng the Lord, yet
not to touch Him. They did so in Galilee;

they do so today. Thousands go to church,
sing and pray and listen to God's Word,
but how many really touch the Lord and
come out with healing in their hearts?
Millions read the Bible and say prayers
every day, but how many have any vital
dealings with the Lord during the time of
devotion? Thousands throng Him but few
touch Him.
There may be three reasons for this.
First, because there may be no sense of
need. Those who thronged and pressed
Jesus had no sense of need, but this
woman was in despair and therefore she

touched Him. So we may listen to the
Word of God, sit among the saints of
God, and gather in the presence of God
for years and yet never touch the Lord—
never have any spiritual experience of
Him which makes a difference to us.
Those who have no sense of spiritual
poverty can never enjoy the kingdom of
heaven (Matt. 5 : 3 ) . We must be bowed
with need if we are to touch the hem of
His garment.
Secondly, we do not touch Him if we
are interested in other matters than Christ
Himself. What we seek, we find. If therefore we seek what is outward and spectacular, we look for physical enjoyment
which comes through music or colour,
oratory or ritual, and we fasten our attention upon a man, a building, or a form
of service; then we are in danger of missing that vital touch with the Lord. Herod
stood very near to Christ but he wanted a
miracle; the Pharisees were often with
Him but they were interested in some
"sign"; the crowds were around Him constantly but they loved demonstrations and
even gracious words. Only those who
"sought H i m " found what they really
needed. In this matter many of us fail
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because we are interested in things other
than Christ and Christ alone.
Thirdly, we may fail to touch the Lord
, if we are hindered by unbelief or prejudice. There may be some inward restraint
which keeps our spirits from moving out
to Him. We may be prejudiced against
the instrument which the Lord is using,
i.e., the speaker, or the company of believers, the place, the form of service or
the particular presentation of the message.
We may be doubting the Lord's word or
His ability and His willingness. We may
resist, and so while we are privileged to
be very near Him, we do not touch Him
and so remain as needy as ever. How near
\vere the Pharisees—yet because they disliked God's Son they lost God Himself.
How We Touch the Lord
This woman touched the Hem and beyond it—Hi/re. The Lord Himself—alive
and full of power was within the garments
she touched. So today the living Christ is
here beyond and behind what we can see
and handle and hear. We touch Him
through certain means. We may touch
Him through the Word. The Word of God
is something much more than the words
of the Bible. We may read the Letters
without receiving the Life that is beyond
them. But in a mysterious way Christ
lives within the Book, yet comes through
it, emerges from it and meets us, as we
read it in faith and desire. So we may
read the Bible and touch the Lord.
We may touch Him in prayer. So often
our prayers are formal, cold and dead—
but real prayer is the soul reaching out to
the Lord and touching Him so that His
"Virtue"—the Holy Spirit, flows to us and
we are filled with life. We may touch the
Lord in prayer for others—taking
grace
and power and in faith claiming it for
others who are in need.
We may touch the Lord through a living
fellowship of Christians. If the Lord
dwells in a company of Christians, and
has a full place among them, then to touch
them is to touch Him who dwells in them.
Everyone who touches us should begin to
touch Christ. This makes spiritual fellowship in the church a matter of major importance.
Finally, we should touch the Lord
through practical situations of life. This
is not a matter of doctrine or high-flown
spiritual truth, but one of daily personal
experience. Are you passing through some
deep sorrow, some trial or bereavement?
Then it is all-important that you should
know the Lord, touch the Lord by means
of that very circumstance. Are you in a
place of perplexity or despair? Then it
should drive you to the Lord. Whatever
events harjrjen to us day by day they
should all be a means by which we know
the Lord, and receive His grace in our
hearts. The woman stooped once amid the
crowd to touch His garment's hem. We
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must bow again and again so that through
every means and circumstance we may
constantly touch our Risen Lord. So shall
we draw life for our souls and receive of
His fulness in answer to our need.
—Living

(Continued from page four)
prevail against God's best. If God expected
the Old Testament saints who had the light
to trust Him, would H e much more, we
who have the "Word, the Holy Ghost and
the Blood." Asa could trust God for great
things until something came in his life
and h e was diseased in his feet and sought
not the Lord but the physicians. And the
worst of all, when the prophet came to
correct him, h e got angry with him and
shut him up in prison. How sad.' Had
David done this, perhaps he would have
been cut off. Aro wonder we need to wach
and pray.
And then we would advise, let us who
have light on this truth beware of rash,
unwise statements such as "I'll never have
a doctor," or "I'll never take medicine."
Such generally do the very thing under
test and again if we have a doctor or take
medicine it is very unwise to say that the
doctor didn't do it, the Lord did it. An
old doctor said to the writer years ago,
"These holiness people all condemn us
and I've been called in all their homes."
Let us b e consistent and never make boasting statements.

Lasting Trufh
If we work upon marble, it will perish.
If we work upon brass, time will efface it.
If we rear temples, they will crumble into
dust, but if we work upon human souls, if
we endue them with principles, with the
just fear of God and love of our fellowman, we engrave on those tablets something which will brighten to all eternity.
—Daniel

Webster,

To look around is to b e distressed. To
look within is to b e depressed. To look
up is to b e blessed.—Raymond
Becker.

Men will wrangle for Christianity, write
for it, fight for it, die for it. anything but

live it.

MCC BEGINS WORK IN PALESTINE

Waters.

Div/ne Healing
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The thing that impresses me most about
America is the way the parents obey their
children.—Duke of Windsor.

Titus Lehman first came to the Middle
East in the spring- of 1949. Until J a n u a r y
1, 1950, he served in a medical unit under
the Quakers in the Gaza strip where approximately 200,000 Refugees were located.
From J a n u a r y 1, 1950, he was located at
Beirut, Lebanon, where with the help of
the G. A. Gadderts of Silver Springs, Maryland, he supervised a large clothing and
soap distribution among Refugees in the
area of Tyre, Lebanon. From that time on
he was involved in the many formalities
and investigations preliminary to beginningwork among the Refugees in Arab Palestine, that p a r t of Palestine which lies west
of the Jordan, not occupied by Israel, and
now controlled by Hashemite Jordan. In
July. 1950, Myron and Geraldine Ebersole
of Sterling, Illinois, and Harrisonburg,
Virginia, arrived on the field and in September, Waldemar Schroeder of Drake,
Saskatchewan, came making a total of four
in the present Hashemite Jordan Unit.
The endless waiting, praying, hoping,
planning, and having plans changed that
are a part of every new work, served to
make each member of the unit more aware
of the ways of a new country as well as
the need for careful planning with the
guidance of the Lord. For some weeks the
group used Jerusalem as a base of activities
while looking for housing, visiting camps
and securing equipment which included a
new Chevrolet Carry-All. J e r i c h o was
chosen as base for operations, a house rented for the year, and the group moved in
during the last week in September.

25 boys enrolled in two classes, one in the
morning and one in the afternoon. Since
a special effort was made to enroll boys
who were not in school, half of the boys
enrolled have had no school and the others
from one to seven years. They are an eager
group, looking forward to games at recess
but also eager to learn and ready to quit
playing when the time comes for class
again, even though they go to a tent and
dirt floor as their classroom. At this writing they are just completing the first shoes.
There are more boys on the waiting list and
by the time this is printed it is probable
that there will be nearly 50 boys enrolled
with an added sideline of leather work such
as belts, briefcases, etc.

Beyond the present shoemaking classes
it is probable that classes in carpentry or
weaving will be added. I t is hoped that
with approximately six months of training
in these trades the boys will be able to
secure jobs which will lead them into a life
vocation.
Opportunities for direct relief are almost
endless. UNRWA is providing basic food,
shelter and medical care.' The food provision is inadequate and poorly balanced.
The diets of children and old people are
especially in need. The MCC Unit anticipates a program of supplementary feeding
for the refugees although details have not
been worked out.
Clothing is badly needed among all the
refugees. A home for the aged and expectant' mothers has appealed for bed
The needs described briefly in an earlier clothing and layettes. A shipment of
article point toward two rather distinct Christmas bundles is on the way.
types of work among the refugees. The
In a brief way the reader has seen the
first and in some ways the most impressive
is that of direct relief such as clothing and beginning of the MCC work among the
food. These needs are occupying most of Arab refugees. There are great possibilithe efforts of other relief agencies already ties for serving in the role of the modern
on the field. The second type of work is "good Samaritan." The Arab refugee has
that of rehabilitation and resettlement. fallen victim of the Modern robber of power
This task has been receiving only incidental politics. He has been beaten and stripped
attention because of the urgency for direct and largely forgotten. He has become acrelief and the appalling size of the job of customed to being passed on either side and
resettlement and rehabilitation of nearly ignored by the rest of the woi-ld.
900,000 Arabs. The problem of resettlement
Highly symbolic of the situation which
is intensified by the limited resources of
the country, the limited education and the refugee faces is the present state of the
ability of the people and their hesitancy to old "Good Samaritan Inn." The ruins of
settle because they would prefer to return the old Inn lie along the road about half
way between Jerusalem and Jericho. Nearto their homes.
er the road is a more recent Inn which has
With these things in mind, the Unit chose been "converted into a Police Post. The innto begin with a project in the second cate- keeper is no longer present to serve the
gory, a vocational school for boys located needs of travelers. Likewise the refugee
in the camp "Ain Sultan," which was de- finds few who will help him on his way.
scribed in the earlier article. The first
serve in this situation then is to stoop
trade to be taught is that of shoemaking. in To
spirit of the good Samaritan to bind
The Unit was able to secure a capable thethe
wounds of disillusionment and lend a
young shoemaker as a teacher and with helping
along the road to recovery.
his help bought equipment. The tent was Like the hand
in the parable there is not
supplied through the UNRWA (United only the victim
immediate need of food, clothing,
Nations Relief and Works Agency). The etc., but help
be needed until the victim
first location of the tent although very de- is again able will
to make his way.
sirable was unfortunate because it threatened the modesty of the daughters of one
In this spirit the present Unit is serving
of the Moslem dignitaries whose home was and plans to serve, leaving a witness to the
about 150 yards away. After more waiting love of Christ. Only as this love is known
the tent was moved 25 yards to a "satis- to the refugees can they find the final solufactory" location.
tion to their problems.
The shoemaking school was started after
other minor delays on November 14 with
—Myron Ebersole.

(16)

E V A N G E L I C A L

"In the Cross of Christ
We Glory"

V I S I T O R

"Victory — Through Christ"
Elizabeth

Strong

(Continued from page three)
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This change in regulations does not
necessarily anticipate any change in the
deferment provision for CO's under the
draft. Washington officials continue to give
assurance that on their part, no change is
being proposed. This was again stated on
Jan. 29 by Senator Lyndon Johnson, at a
hearing of the Preparedness Subcommittee
of the Senate Armed Services Committee,
in which Harold S. Bender gave testimony
on behalf of the MCC.

Today everyone is interested in Victory.
Christ do His work in this wayward world. Just what is Victory? Webster says "the
Someone has said that, "To men who overcoming of an enemy or of any diffiare lost in the black night a light, how- culty." To the Christian, it means the
ever small, is more important than all of withstanding or overcoming of temptation,
the darkness." It might be said, too, that of the carnal nature and to stand firm to
the greater the darkness, the greater the what we know is God's will for us. This California Hospital Nears Completion
At Kings View Homes, the final construcneed of light.
can be accomplished only through Christ
About us is crime. About us is com- and the power of His shed Blood, for we tion and finishing are being completed and
furnishings installed. Last coats of paint
promise and side-stepping and indiffer- in ourselves are too weak to became Vic- on inside and outside have been applied,
ence. Compromise is defined as accepting tors. The temptations are too strong, too and some minor carpenter work completed.
Floor tile is also being laid, and complete
a little of what you know to be wrong in attractive.
cleajiing is being done. Among items reorder to get a little of what you imagine
To the saved and consecrated child of maining to be done are installation of furni(or would like) to be right.
God, the material things of this life mean ture and curtains, and other furnishings.
But the Light Bearer denies himself, little. The young Christian must keep his The building is expected to be completed
takes up his cross, and follows Jesus. He eyes centered on Christ, the Example, thus and ready for occupancy by the time of the
does not contribute to the darkness, but making the lustre of the world strangely dedication on February 11. The dedication
service is to take place a t the First Mennocontributes to the light. He is "a sweet dim and undesirable, as seen through the nite Church in Reedley, and in the Kings
savour of Christ unto God in every place." Light of God's Glory and Grace. To be View Homes building itself.
Among
"If now you are happy with Christ as content to be set aside, misunderstood speakers are to be J. B. Toews, H. A. Fast
and P. C. Heibert.
your guide
without murmuring is Victory. What about
On Feb. 10, the day prior to the dedicaTell it wherever you go;
you? Have you Victory in Christ?
tion of this MCC mental hospital, a Mental
If He's your Friend, and with Him you
Health Institute is planned. Speaker for
—Altoona,
Pennsylvania.
abide,
this Institute is D. D. Eitzen, in addition to
Tell it wherever you go."
a discussion panel of Mennonite church
leaders and local civic leaders, including
—C. R. Heisey, Upland, California.
the psychiatrist who will serve Kings View
1 *%* i
Homes, Jackson C. Dillon, M. D.

The Personal Touch *
Too few preachers and gospel workers
fully realize the importance of pastoral
calling. The personal touch has a strong
influence on people which comes from no
other source. The apostle Paul said, " I
have taught you publicly, and from house
to house"; also, "I ceased not to warn
every one night and day with tears." If
you would be a soul winner, you must
come in touch with the unsaved. In coming in touch with them, the burden comes
on your own soul, and a spirit of compassion and intercession is the result.
Commentaries are good for study, but
the sermons brought from them, to the
neglect of personal work, will be dry and
unctionless. Jesus, our Example, mingled
among the people. There are souls everywhere needing help, and many of 'them
are longing for someone to speak to them
about salvation and to instruct them in
the way of righteousness and true holiness.
People sometimes say they have kept
house for so many years, and no gospel
minister has ever prayed in their home.
This should not be. We are exhorted to
pray everywhere—that means in the homes
of the people as well as in the house of
the Lord. Much secret prayer is needful
for success in the Lord's work; but there
are other things which should not be
neglected.—Herald of Light.
The Cross is God's life preserver offered
to sinking souls.
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Boards are Reclassifying IV-E Men
Reports from a number of Mennonite
communities indicate that local boards have
received the recent directive from the
National Headquarters of Selective Service,
instructing them to reopen all IV-E classifications to consider whether the men are
eligible for any other deferment.
The new regulation, announced a week
ago, provides that conscientious objectors
no longer need to refuse classifications
other than Class IV-E, but may now safely
accept, and even seek Class IV-D (ministerial exemption), Class III-A (dependency
deferment), Class II-C (farm deferment),
Class II-A (occupational deferment) or
certain others. In requesting or accepting
any of these deferments a registrant should
not give the impression that he is giving
up claim as a conscientious objector— he
should make it clear that while he reserves
the claim as a CO, he requests the consideration for deferment for which he believes
he is eligible.
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Shanghai Relief Project Closes
Word has been received that the MCC
sponsorship of the relief project in
Shanghai, the Free Christian Vocational
Center, was terminated on January 14. This
followed a recent order from the Communist Chinese government that foreign direction of such projects would no longer be
permitted.'
Franklin Beahn, who has been directing
this relief project, recently sent a copy of
the agreement terminating the MCC contact
with the project. It is expected that the
Chinese members of the school's directing
board will continue the work as long as
possible on the remaining fund balance, and
will also seek ways to finance it beyond that
time.
This school, serving as many as 50 poor
boys in Shanghai, has been in operation
somewhat over one year. Boys taught in
manual skills, elementary school subjects
and character building lessons. The project, though perhaps not as large as some
relief projects have been, has, however, enabled a unique service and witness "In the
Name of Christ", in a place and at a time
of genuine need.
Relief Personnel Notes
John and Grace Gingerich of Hartville,
Ohio, sailed on Jan. 5 for Germany. Dr. and
Mrs. Harold Engle of Palmyra, Pa. left on
Jan. 8 from San Francisco for Formosa.
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